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In twenty years time there will be nearly 
twice the number of over 85 year old 
females and three times the number of 85 
year old males as now 





Ageing results in loss of strength, dexterity 
and cognition 









Hospital Packaging Accessibility 





Why ISO17480 ? 



ISO 17480 Participant make-up 



Permitted failures 



Rank Packaging 



Twenty four subjects tested over three sites 



Measured Participants Strength 



Measured Participants Dexterity 







Of the eleven items tested across all sites 
five failed with a further two scoring badly 



Failed Items 

Cheese, crackers, jam, fruit 
pot, biscuits 



Passed Items 

Flora, spread, orange Juice 
and jelly 



Milk and sandwiches whilst openable  
scored below 3 



Summary 

Use of IS0 17480 has 
identified issues with 

single portion packaging 
in the NHS 

It is likely that much of the 
packaging used by the 

NHS is currently not fit for 
purpose 



How will it work ? 





There is an opportunity to develop 
'world-class' single portion 
packaging that meets the 

requirements of the customer (the 
NHS) and the  consumer  



Thanks to: 

All at the NHS Packaging 
Taskforce, Howard Cartledge, 
Adrian Brown, Emma Wilson, 
Linda Mitchell 

a.yoxall@shu.ac.uk 
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